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DESCRIPTION 


OP  A COPY  OF  THE 


FIRST  FOLIO  EDITION 


THE  FZLA-YS  OF 


SHAKESPEARE, 


NOW  IN  THE  COLLECTION 


OP 


T.  F . BARTON. 


N"  E "W  YORK: 

1860. 


TWENTY  COPIES  PRIVATELY  PRINTED,  APRIL,  1860. 


T.  1\  BARTON’S  FIRST  FOLIO  SHAKESPEARE. 


This  copy  was  obtained  from  Mr.  Thomas  Rodd,  of 
London,  bookseller,  in  the  year  1845.  It  is  mentioned, 
but  without  description  or  price,  in  a portion  of  his  cata- 
logue for  that  year,  entitled “ Shakspeariana. 

A list  of  an  extensive  collection  of  the  Works  of  Shak- 
speare,  including  some  of  great  curiosity  and  interest ; also 
of  the  various  detached  Biographical  and  Critical  Works 
illustrative  of  his  Life  and  Writings.  On  sale,  at  the 
prices  affixed,  by  Thomas  Rodd,  9 Great  Newport  Street, 
London — (1845).  8vo.  pp.  1 — 24.”  The  number  in  the 
catalogue  is  8127.  Notwithstanding  the  fact  of  its  ap- 
pearance there,  the  copy  had,  from  the  first,  been  specially 
reserved  for  Mr.  Barton ; and  it  was  soon  after  sent  out 
to  the  United  States,  subject  to  his  examination  and 
approval,  together  with  a large  number  of  books  from 
the  same  catalogue. 

Before  entering  upon  a minute  description  of  the  copy, 
it  will  be  proper  to  give  all  those  portions  of  Mr.  Rodd’s 
several  letters  which  relate  to  it.  These  letters  are  three 
in  number,  and  the  passages  are  given  word  for  word. 

The  first  is  dated  October  13,  1845.  In  it,  after  stating 
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that  lie  has  laid  aside  for  Mr.  Barton  a number  of 
works  from  the  catalogue  above-mentioned,  Mr.  Rodd 
writes 

“ And  now  you  will  naturally  be  impatient  to  hear 
about  your  first  folio,  and  eagerly  looking  for  the  arrival 
of  the  vessel  that  is  to  bring  it  to  your  longing  eyes  and 
hands.  In  point  of  condition  and  size,  I consider  it  as 
standing  letter  D in  alphabetical  arrangement  of  such 
copies  as  have  fallen  under  my  observation,  about  forty 
in  all,  perfect  and  imperfect.  It  came  to  me  in  old  bind- 
ing, but  not  the  original,  and  being  not  only  wrongly 
bound  up*,  but  imperfect  and  all  broken,  there  was 
positive  necessity  for  its  being  re-bound.  In  doing  this, 
however,  I was  very  particular  to  see  that  it  was  not 
cut,  nor  any  of  the  ink-marks  or  old  stains  removed.  All 
that  has  been  done  is  to  make  the  book  intirely  complete, 
and  pass  it  through  sized  water  to  strengthen  the  paper. 
It  would  have  been  easy  to  have  had  the  ink  and  stains 
washed  out,  but  independent  of  the  strange  unnatural 
appearance  of  a washed  book,  which  loses  all  its  natural 
brown  tint,  and  becomes  a deadly  white  thoroughly 
disgusting  to  the  eye,  I have  great  dread  and  horror  of 
all  washed  books,  having  seen  many  of  them  crumble  to 
pieces  in  the  hand  from  the  powerful  acids  employed. 
The  binders  all  pretend  that  they  can  prevent  this,  but  I 
am  determined  never  to  trust  to  them,  and  would  rather 


* For  uu  explanation  of  this  part  of  the  letter,  see  the  end  of  the  volume. 
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see  a book  black  as  tlie  ground  than  after  its  undergoing 
the  ordeal  of  their  infernal  wash-tubs  and  lies.  Now, 
if  you  determine  on  sight  of  the  book  to  keep  it,  for 
it  is  to  be  sent  conditionally,  it  will  be  yours  to  do 
what  you  please  with  it,  and  if  you  choose  to  have  it 
washed,  you  must  take  the  risk  on  yourself.  In  stating 
that  it  is  sent  conditionally,  I mean  that  you  shall  be 
at  full  liberty  to  return  it  should  you  think  proper,  nor 
shall  I feel  the  least  mortified  or  sorry  at  your  so  doing ; 
but  on  the  contrary  add  £10  more  to  the  price,  which  is 
the  next  thing  you  will  be  anxious  to  hear  about.  It  is 
£110 — a large  price  for  a single  volume,  but  nothing  to 
what  other  volumes  of  far  less  interest  produce.  I will 
just  add  that  no  such  copy  in  point  of  completeness 
and  size  has  been  sold  by  public  auction  for  many  years, 
and  for  a very  fine  one  Mr.  Pickering  the  bookseller 
gave  four  years  since  £150 — and  sold  it  immediately  at 
a considerable  advance. 

I mentioned  that  when  it  fell  into  my  hands  it  was 
imperfect.  The  imperfections  were  and  are  of  a singular 
nature,  and  paradoxical  as  it  may  appear  add  to  the 
value  of  the  book.  They  consist  of  two  cancelled  leaves, 
which  by  mistake  the  binder  had  retained  in  the  book 
instead  of  those  that  were  intended  to  replace  them.  I 
have  retained  the  cancelled  leaves,  and  added  the  deficient 
ones,  so  that  the  book  now  presents  a singular  curiosity, 
and  such  as  I believe  exists  in  no  other  copy.*  The  cor- 

* Lowndes,  Bibliographer’s  Manual,  p.  1645,  says — “ There  is  a copy 
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rections  in  tlie  leaves  present  very  trifling  alterations,  but 
sufficient  nevertheless  to  show  that  some  slight  attention 
was  paid  to  the  book  whilst  passing  through  the  press, 
though  probably  not  more  than  would  be  exercised  by 
the  ordinary  reader  in  the  printing-houses  of  the  day. 
Now,  as  I have  not  perhaps  here  expressed  myself  quite 
clearly  whilst  writing  of  imperfections,  to  remove  any 
shadow  of  doubt  from  your  mind,  I must  distinctly  be 
desired  to  be  understood,  that  the  book  is  most  abso- 
lutely perfect  of  the  genuine  first  edition,  from  the  first 
leaf  to  the  last,  without  any  other  addition  or  defalcation, 
than  that  of  possessing  the  two  cancelled  leaves,  as  well 
as  the  two  printed  to  supply  their  place.  On  the  whole, 
I consider  it  a most  desirable  copy,  and  such  an  one  as 
any  collector  may  be  proud  to  possess  and  to  show. 

I shall  send  it  off  in  the  course  of  a few  days,  with  the 
copy  of  the  Gentleman’s  Magazine  and  some  other  arti- 
cles, <kc.” 

Mr.  Barton  having  requested  Mr.  Rodd  to  be  a little 
more  explicit  in  relation  to  the  condition  of  the  volume? 
as  compared^  with  other  well  known  copies  of  the  same 

of  this  edition  (now  in  the  possession  of  James  Baker,  Esq.,  of  Kings 
Arms  Yard,  Coleman  Street),  which  has  in  addition  two  cancelled  leaves 
in  the  play  of  As  You  Like  It.”  As  this  passage  could  not  have  escaped 
Mr.  Rodd’s  notice,  it  is  not  improbable  that  Mr.  Baker’s  copy  and  this  may 
be  one  and  the  same.  It  is  true  that  while  the  words  of  Lowndes  are  “ in 
addition  to”,  those  of  Rudd  are  “instead  of”;  but  Lowndes  was  speaking 
of  many  copies,  while  Rodd’s  attention  was  confined  to  one.  The  play 
in  which  the  cancelled  leaves  occur  is  the  same  in  both.  If  the  above 
supposition  should  prove  to  be  incorrect,  it  would  follow  that  there  are  a 
least  two  copies  in  existence  with  this  peculiarity. 


FIRST  FOLIO  SHAKESPEARE. 


7 


book,  that  gentleman,  in  a second  letter,  dated  February, 
16,  1846,  returned  the  following  answer 

“ I am  glad  you  are  in  possession  of  the  first  folio,  and 
that  you  can  appreciate  the  copy.  By  marking  it  letter 
D.  I mean  that  it  is  about  the  fourth  copy  iu  point  of 
size  and  condition  of  those  that  have  come  under  my 
notice.  I have  a note  of  about  forty,  perfect  and  im- 
perfect, and  had  I leisure  I would  print  a list  of  all  the 
existing  copies,  with  collation  and  size  of  each.  Those 
which  rank  before  yours  are 

A.  Kt.  Hon.  T.  Grenville  (now  in  the  British  Mu- 
seum). 

B.  George  Daniel,  Esq. 

C.  Lord  Francis  Egerton  (the  late  Earl  of  Ellesmere). 

The  copy  which  was  in  Mr.  Hibbert’s  library  is  very 

clean  and  fresh,  but  much  cut,  which  is  a great  drawback 
from  the  beauty  of  a book.  I have  heard  of  other  fine 
copies,  but  have  not  seen  them.” 

After  a very  careful  examination  and  collation  of  the 
volume,  Mr.  Barton,  in  one  of  his  letters  to  Mr.  Rodd, 
first  calling  that  gentleman’s  attention  to  a passage  in 
Lowndes,  in  which  it  is  said  that  the  pagination  is  not 
the  same  in  all  the  copies,  mentioned  the  fact  that  the 
present  copy  differs  in  that  respect  from  the  description 
given  in  the  Bibliographer’s  Manual,  in  three  several 
instances;  and  in  one  instance  in  the  signature.  He  added 
— “ but,  taking  into  consideration  the  admitted  fact  that 
the  copies  vary,  these  differences  cannot,  I take  for 
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granted,  be  thought  of  any  consequence.”  Mr.  Rodd  lost 
no  time  in  answering  this,  for  in  his  third  and  last  letter, 

dated  March  30,  1846,  he  wrote  as  follows 

“On  your  Shakespeare  of  1623  I pin  my  reputation 
Moral  as  well  as  Bibliographical.  If  you  do  not  find  it 
in  every  instance  perfect  and  genuine,  I will  make  you 
a present  of  the  book,  and  will,  in  addition,  forfeit  ten 
pounds  a leaf  for  every  one  that  is  not  genuine.” 

After  so  emphatic  a declaration  from  one  of  the  best 
Shakespearian  Bibliographers  in  England,  the  thoroughly 
genuine  character  of  the  volume  throughout  may  be  con- 
sidered as  established  beyond  all  dispute ; and  the  four 
unimportant  differences  as  compared  with  the  collation 
in  Lowndes,  can  be  regarded  in  no  other  light  than  as  a 
matter  of  simple  bibliographical  curiosity.  As  the  small- 
est circumstance,  however,  in  connexion  with  a book  of 
such  rarity  and  literary  interest  as  the  First  Folio  Shake- 
speare, will  always  possess  some  value  in  the  eyes  of 
collectors,  the  slight  differences  which  distinguish  this 
copy  are  carefully  noted. 

COLLATION. 

In  the  order  of  the  plays  and  other  matter ; in  the 
Signatures,  Pagination,  Ac.,  the  collation  is  in  every 
respect  identically  the  same  as  that  given  by  Lowndes, 

with  the  following  exceptions 

Pagination : 

The  Taming  of  the  Shrew,  p.  214  is  printed  correctly, 
and  not  misprinted  212. 
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■ All’s  Well  that  ends  Well,  p.  237  is  printed  correctly, 
and  not,  as  “in  some  copies”,  misprinted  233. 

The  Life  and  Death  of  Richard  the  Second,  p.  37  is 
printed  correctly,  and  not  misprinted  39. 

Signatures : 

The  Tempest  to  the  Winter’s  Tale,  signature  V is 
printed  correctly,  and  not  misprinted  Vv. 

The  above  differences  are  irrespective  of  the  two  can- 
celled leaves  mentioned  in  Mr.  Rodd’s  letter,  and  which 
occur  in  the  play  of  “As  You  Like  It.”  On  the  first  of 
these,  the  signature  is  R2  (instead  of  R),  and  the  pagi- 
nation is  203  (instead  of  193).  On  the  second  (R6), 
verso , the  pagination  is  194  (instead  of  204).  After  a 
careful  examination  of  these  leaves,  no  other  variations 
have  been  discovered. 


COXDITIOX. 

After  the  genuineness  of  the  Text,  the  point  next  in 
importance  is  the  condition  of  a book.  In  this  respect 
also  the  volume  has  been  subjected  to  the  severest  scru- 
tiny, and  every  defect  observed  in  it,  however  minute,  has 
been  carefully  noted.  The  First  Folio  Shakespeare,  what, 
ever  literary  and  bibliographical  value  it  may  possess,  has 
never  been  regarded  as  a well  printed  book.  Unfortu- 
nately, in  addition  to  this  disadvantage,  almost  every 
known  copy  of  it  is  more  or  less  disfigured  by  ink-marks 
and  other  stains,  and  torn  or  mended  leaves.  The  copy 
which  formerly  belonged  to  the  Rt.  Hon.  Thomas  Gren- 
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ville,  and  which,  together  with  his  other  books,  he  be- 
queathed to  the  British  Museum,  is  remarkably  free  from 
these  defects,  but  it  is  not  immaculate.  It  is  acknowl- 
edged to  be  the  finest  copy  of  the  book  in  existence.  A 
peculiarly  unctuous  character  is  ascribed  to  some  of  these 
stains  by  George  Steevens,  whose  amusing  pye-crust  note 
is  well-known.  Many  collectors  have  had  these  ink-marks 
&e.  removed  by  washing,  but  this  was  done  at  the  expense 
of  the  paper,  which  is  of  a somewhat  frail  and  flimsy 
texture.  It  is  probably  impossible  that  any  book  should 
be  subjected  to  such  treatment,  without  sustaining  serious 
injury.  Be  that  as  it  may,  however,  the  copy  now  de- 
scribed has,  it  is  believed,  never  been,  washed,  and  the 
paper  has  throughout  the  peculiar  discoloration  which 
time  alone  can  give.  It  follows,  as  a necessary  conse- 
quence of  what  has  just  been  said,  that  the  volume  is  by 
no  means  free  from  ink-marks,  stains  and  similar  blem- 
ishes. All  these  and  other  defects  shall  now  be  carefully 
noted,  beginning  with  the  most  important,  or  those  which 
might  be  supposed  to  affect  the  integrity  of  the  text.  A 
few  leaves  are  first  particularly  described,  while  the 
greater  number  are  classified  under  general  heads. 

The  outer  leaves  of  a book  are  obviously  those  most 
exposed  to  injury,  and  the  leaves  at  the  commencement 
more  than  those  at  the  end.  It  is  here  that  most  persons 
begin  their  examination  of  a volume,  and  it  is  here  that 
many  of  them  stop.  The  cover  of  either  side  is  often 
lost,  when  the  injury  done  to  the  book  is  tenfold.  The 
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first  folio  Shakespeare  having  incurred  the  same  risks, 
has  shared  the  same  fate,  with  other  works  of  greater  or 
less  importance.  The  popularity  of  a book  very  much 
increases  these  risks  : and  the  popularity  of  Shakespeare’s 
Plays  is  abundantly  proved  (even  if  other  evidence  of  it 
were  wanting),  by  the  fact  that  it  was  found  necessary  to 
issue  a second  edition  of  them  within  nine  years  after  the 
publication  of  the  first.  The  first  and  last  leaves,  then, 
of  this  volume  being  almost  invariably  found  in  a very 
sorry  state,  their  condition  in  the  present  copy  is  mi- 
nutely described. 

The  leaf  with  Ben  Jonsorfs  Verses.  Pieced  in  the 
front  margin , the  whole  length  of  the  Volume.  The  new 
part  is  one  inch  wide  at  the  bottom,  and  gradually  dimin- 
ishes to  one-fifth  of  an  inch  at  the  top.  A narrow  stripe, 
one  inch  and  two  tenths,  by  two  tenths  of  an  inch  has 
been  filled  in  from  the  top  of  the  upper  margin ; and 
another  of  about  half  the  length  from  the  bottom  of  the 
lower  margin.  On  the  back  of  the  leaf  is  some  writing , 
viz. : three  lines  in  an  old  hand,  and  three  short  lines, 
with  seven  detached  words,  in  a hand  more  modern.  The 
whole  of  this  writing  is  on  the  upper  part  of  the  leaf ; 
and  no  portion  of  it  comes  within  one  inch  of  that  part 
which,  on  the  other  side,  is  occupied  by  the  heading  of 
the  verses.  There  are  two  small  stains,  and  the  leaf  is 
soiled  by  dust  throughout. 

Titlepage.  Pieced  in  the  front  margin.  The  width  at 
the  bottom  is  a little  greater  than  on  the  other  leaf,  but 
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the  piecing  stops  within  three  inches  of  the  top,  dimin- 
ishing gradually  to  a point.  On  the  other  hand  the  orig- 
inal leaf  had  three  horizontal  rents  in  the  front  margin, 
measuring  two  tenths,  three  tenths,  and  eight  tenths  of 
an  inch  respectively,  the  latter  reaching  to  within  a short 
distance  of  the  copper-line.  These  have  been  joined,  and 
a piece  of  thin  paper  pasted  and  sized  at  the  back  of  the 
leaf.  Two  other  rents  in  the  lower  margin,  measuring 
eight  tenths  and  three  tenths  of  an  inch  respectively, 
have  been  treated  in  the  same  manner.  A crack  extends 
almost  the  entire  length  of  the  lower  line  of  the  copper, 
but  the  other  three  sides  are  smooth  and  entire.  The 
worst  defect  of  this  leaf  is  a crack  extending  from  the 
second  button  of  the  doublet  to  the  top  of  the  letter  “ O ” 
in  “ Histories,”  passing  near  the  left  corner  of  the  mouth, 
and  through  the  inner  corner  of  the  left  eye,  and  coming 
out  near  the  centre  of  the  forehead.  On  the  engraved 
side  the  edges  have  been  joined  with  great  accuracy ; 
while  on  the  back,  a very  narrow  piece  of  thin  paper  has 
been  pasted  over  the  seam,  and  afterwards  sized  and 
pressed.  Measured  this  side,  the  seam  is  six  inches  long, 
by  two  tenths  of  an  inch  in  width.  Two  very  small 
transverse  seams  are  seen  on  the  back : the  one  passing 
along  the  mouth,  and  extending  beyond  it,  is  about  eight 
tenths  of  an  inch  in  length ; while  the  other,  which  is 
shorter,  crosses  the  opposite  cheek.  Of  these  two  trans- 
verse seams,  nothing  is  visible  on  the  engraved  side. 
With  the  exceptions  above  mentioned,  the  surface  of 
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the  leaf  is  perfectly  smooth,  and  its  colour  is  the  same 
throughout.  Held  up  to  the  light,  and  examined  with  a 
microscope,  the  paper  exhibits  no  trace  of  former  separa- 
tion ; so  that  it  is  materially  impossible  that  any  insertion 
of  the  portrait  could  have  been  effected.  The  whole  leaf 
is  either  false  or  genuine ; and  this  being  the  part  of  the 
volume  which  would  at  once  and  most  particularly  engage 
the  attention  of  Mr.  Rodd,  the  question  is  soon  decided. 
This  leaf  is  about  as  much  soiled  as  the  first. 

The  three  following  leaves,  viz. : the  Dedication,  “ To 
the  great  Variety  of  Readers”,  and  “To  the  memory  of 
my  beloved  the  Author  Ac.”  have  all  been  pieced  in  the 
same  place’  the  defect  becoming  less  and  less  conspic- 
uous. In  other  places  the  paper  is  without  defect 
throughout.  The  leaves  are  less  soiled  than  the  two 
former. 

The  next  two  leaves,  containing  the  Verses  of  Holland 
and  Digges  are  slightly  pieced  in  the  lower  corner.  In 
the  second  of  them  the  defect  is  scarcely  perceptible. 
The  other  parts  are  perfect  throughout.  The  first  is 
somewhat  soiled,  the  latter  quite  clean. 

The  next  leaf  is  without  fault  or  blemish.  From  this 
point,  although  many  of  the  leaves  have  blemishes,  these 
may  all  be  classified  under  general  heads. 

Leaves  at  the  end  of  the  volume.  A few  of  these  are 
also  minutely  described,  the  remainder  coming  under  the 
general  classification. 

The  last  leaf  is  pieced  in  the  upper  half  of  the  front 
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margin,  the  defect  extending  about  half  way  to  the  border 
line.  The  lower  corner  is  also  pieced,  the  widest  part 
measuring  from  the  corner  eight  tenths  of  an  inch.  In 
other  respects  it  is  perfect.  Soiled. 

The  leaf  preceding  is  mended  in  the  same  place,  but  to 
a less  extent.  In  other  respects  perfect.  Somewhat 
soiled. 

Seven  other  leaves  are  mended  in  the  lower  corner,  the 
defective  part  measuring  five  tenths  of  an  inch  on  the 
last  of  the  seven,  and  diminishing  to  a point  as  the  centre 
of  the  volume  is  approached.  All  these  leaves  are  toler- 
ably clean. 

Then  come  several  leaves  perfect  throughout.  All 
others  come  under  the  general  classification. 

The  most  important  leaves  in  the  volume,  or  at  least 
those  which  are  most  frequently  found  defective,  having 
been  described,  the  others  need  not  be  separately  enu- 
merated. They  are  mentioned  collectively,  with  the 
several  defects,  blemishes,  &c.  wdiich  affect  them,  begin- 
ning with  the  most  important.  It  is  to  be  observed  that 
the  leaves  now  to  be  noticed  are  in  addition  to  those 
which  have  already  been  described. 

Rents  in  the  Text.  Fourteen  leaves  are  thus  affected. 
In  about  one  half  of  them,  the  defect  is  confined  within 
the  border  which  encloses  the  text : in  the  other  half,  the 
rent,  commencing  at  the  margin,  penetrates  the  text  more 
or  less.  In  either  category,  where  the  text  was  touched 
on  loth  sides,  the  two  edges  have  been  simply  brought 
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together,  and  some  adhesive  substance  passed  over  the 
line  of  junction.  In  the  margin  always,  and  occasionally 
within  the  border,  where  only  one  side  of  the  leaf  is 
printed,  a very  narrow  strip  of  tine  paper  has  been  used, 
in  the  manner  already  described.  Amongst  these  latter, 
are  two  small  holes,  rather  than  rents  (included,  however, 
in  the  above  enumeration),  about  three  and  four  tenths 
of  an  inch  long  respectively,  by  about  one  third  that 
width.  As  it  is  only  in  the  two  categories  above-men- 
tioned that  any  deficiency  in  the  text  could  occur,  every 
leaf  has  been  examined  with  the  most  scrupulous  accu- 
racy. The  following  is  the  result 

The  worst  places  are  the  two  holes  just  mentioned, 
which  are  rust  spots.  One  of  them  occurs  in  “ The  First 
Part  of  Henry  the  Sixt,”  sig.  1 , page  105,  recto.  In 

the  seventh  line  of  Winchester’s  speech,  a very  small  por- 
tion of  the  text  is  lost,  viz. : the  whole  of  the  letter  “ r”, 
and  one  half  of  the  letters  “u”  and  “ p ” respectively,  in 
the  word  “ Purpose”.  The  back  of  the  whole,  which 
occurs  in  a blank  place,  has  been  mended  with  such  neat- 
ness, as  at  first  sight  to  leave  it  a matter  of  doubt  whether 
it  has  been  mended  at  all,  or  whether  the  leaf  was  not 
rather  printed  as  it  now  stands,  the  upper  rusty  surface 
having  been  afterwards  lost.  A very  slight  difference  in 
the  shade  of  the  paper,  and  an  equally  slight  glazed 
appearance  of  the  surface  at  the  spot,  render  it  probable 
that  the  leaf  has  been  mended. 

The  second  of  these  rust  spots  is  in  “ The  First  Part 
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of  King  Henry  the  Fourth”  (sig.  e 5)  p.  59,  and  in  the 
lines  commencing 

“ Prince.  It  may  be  so  ; 

He  shall  be  answerable  ; ” 

Here,  a small  hole  (now  filled  in),  passing  obliquely  from 
left  to  right,  has  carried  off  the  lower  part  of  the  letter 
“P”,  and  leaving  the  “r”  untouched,  has  reached  the 
upper  part  of  the  letters  “ sh”,  in  the  line  below,  barely 
touching  them.  As  respects  the  loss  of  any  'portion  of 
the  text , these  two  leaves  are  the  worst  in  the  volume. 

After  this,  the  deficiencies  in  the  text  are  of  so  trifling 
a character  as  scarcely  to  deserve  mention;  still,  as  they 

are  deficiencies,  they  are  carefully  noted. On  one 

page,  the  lower  half  of  the  letter  “ r”  is  lost ; and  on 
three  other  pages,  where  the  edges  have  been  joined  to- 
gether, very  minute  portions  of  about  eight  or  ten  letters 
have  disappeared ; in  both  cases  these  minute  portions 
having  been  either  slightly  lapped , or  else  rubbed  off 
before  the  edges  were  brought  together.  With  the 
above  exceptions,  it  may  be  safely  affirmed  that  the  origi- 
nal text  is  entire ; and  that  in  no  part  has  any  attempt 
been  made  to  supply  the  deficiencies  with  the  pen.  The 
other  parts  of  these  rents  are  either  simply  joined,  or  else 
backed  as  before  explained. 

lients  which  reach  the  border , but  wh  ich  do  not  penetrate 
the  text.  These  are  also  in  number  fourteen,  of  which 
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nine  are  simply  joined,  and  live  backed  as  above.  In  two 
or  three  a small  portion  of  the  border  has  been  lost — 
about  six  tenths  and  eight  tenths  of  an  inch  respectively. 

Leaves  mended  in  various  ways  in  the  margins , hut  in 
none  of  which  do  the  defects  reach  to  the  border.  About 
one  hundred  and  thirty  leaves  in  all,  in  addition  to  those 
previously  enumerated,  are  variously  affected.  The  three 
worst  of  them  are  noted. The  first  leaf  of  “ The  Trag- 

edy of  Troilus  and  Cressida”  is  'pieced  the  whole  length 
of  the  front  and  lower  margins,  while  the  upper  margin 
is  entire.  The  border  is  nearly  reached  in  one  corner, 
where  the  leaf  was  shorter  than  elsewhere.  In  two  other 
leaves  the  front  margins  are  pieced  for  about  one  half 
their  length,  and  in  depth  about  one  half  of  the  entire 
margin.  The  remaining  one  hundred  and  twenty-seven 
leaves  have  mended  places  of  a variety  of  forms.  These 
are — a few  narrow  seams , running  perpendicularly,  or 
horizontally,  &c.  either  from  the  edge,  or  confined  to  the 

centre,  of  the  margin  ; small  holes  in  the  margin  ; 

corners  of  leaves  mended.  All  these,  taken  collectively, 
measure  from  two  inches  to  one  tenth  of  an  inch  in  leno-th, 
and  from  one  tenth  to  two  tenths  of  an  inch  in  width. 
The  great  majority  consist  of  mended  corners , which  vary 
from  one  inch  to  one  tenth  of  an  inch.  In  a large  pro- 
portion of  all  the  leaves,  the  defects  are  so  small,  as,  at  a 
first  glance,  to  be  but  just  perceptible. 

The  following  is  a summary  of  the  number  of  leaves 

which  may  be  considered  as  more  or  less  objectionable — 
3 
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The  whole  number  of  leaves  in  the  volume  is  462. 

Leaves  at  the  commencement  7. 

Ditto  end  9. 

Ditto  affected  in  the  text  14. 

Ditto  Ditto  border  line  14. 

Ditto  last  named  about  130. 

174. 

Or  about  one  hundred  and  seventy-four  leaves  in  all, 
which  being  deducted  from  the  whole  number,  leaves  two 
hundred  and  eighty-eight  leaves  so  far  unaffected.  But 

there  are  other  blemishes.  These  are 

Writing , ink-marks  and  other  -stains.  In  noticing  these 
blemishes,  no  regard  shall  be  paid  to  what  has  gone  before. 

Nine  leaves  have  been  written  on , viz. : The  Leaf  with 
Ben  Jonson’s  Verses,  which  has  already  been  described. 

The  last  leaf  of  “ The  Two  Gentlemen  of  Verona,” 

has  the  following:  note  within  the  oblong;  above  the  word 
“ Finis”,  in  a hand-writing  of  about  the  early  part  of  the 
last  century  ; “ ye  Comedy  of  ye  Merry  Wives  <fcc.  which 
should  follow  is  bound  up  near  y°  latter  end  of  ye  Tragedy 

of  Othello.” Page  316  of  “The  Tragedie  of  Othello” 

has  the  following  note  in  the  foot-margin,  in  the  same 
hand  ; “ See  ye  rest  of  this  Tragedy  after  ye  Merry  Wives 
of  Windsor.”*  Two  leaves  have  been  scribbled  on,  each 
leaf  on  one  side  of  the  lower  corner,  for  about  two  inches 


* These  two  references  explain  a passage  in  Mr.  Rodd’s  first  letter,  in 
which  he  speaks  of  the  book  as  being  “ wrongly  bound  up.” 
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in  width  ; and  one  leaf  very  slightly  in  the  front  margin. 
So  far,  the  writing  does  not  approach  the  text ; but  on 
three  leaves  the  pen  has  been  used  within  the  form,  viz. : 
On  one  of  them  three  or  four  words  are  written  at  the 
end  of  a short  line.  On  a second  the  words  “ popish  im- 
postures” in  the  play  of  “ Titus  Andronieus”  are  under- 
scored ; and  there  is  a cross  to  indicate  it  in  the  front 
margin.  On  the  last,  six  or  eight  lines  are  marked  with 
inverted  commas. 

Ink-marks  and  other  stains.  On  turning  over  the 
leaves  of  the  volume,  about  twelve  of  them  attract  the 
attention  as  being  decidedly  objectionable.  Six  of  these 
have  stains,  varying  from  one  and  a half  to  three  and  a 
half  inches  in  length,  and  generally  of  a tawny  colour. 
In  two  the  shade  is  dark,  but  not  enough  so  to  conceal 
any  part  of  the  text.  On  the  other  six  leaves  the  stains 
vary  in  colour  from  very  light  yellow  to  light  tawny,  and 
in  size  from  one  inch  to  one  inch  and  a half.  About 
forty  other  leaves  have  small  ink-marks  and  stains,  which 
though  distinctly  visible,  do  not  at  first  strike  the  eye  as 
being  very  objectionable.  Some  of  the  remainder  are 
far  from  being  immaculate,  having  very  small  stains  or 
ink-spots ; but  these  do  not  appear  objectionable,  until 
examined  more  closely. 

Dirty  leaves.  A few  at  the  beginning  and  end  of  the 
volume  have  been  already  spoken  of.  One  dirty  leaf, 
and  a very  few  others  which  are  not  clean,  are  to  be  found 
in  the  body  of  the  book.  Otherwise,  the  copy,  though 
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not  f resh,  so  far  from  being  dirty,  is  decidedly  entitled  to 
be  called  a clean  one,  when  the  age  and  usual  condition 
of  the  volume  are  taken  into  consideration. 

General  Colour  of  the  Paper.  This,  with  the  exception 
of  a few  leaves  browner  than  the  rest,  is  tolerably  uniform. 
The  paper  has  that  mellow,  slightly  browned  shade 
throughout,  which  it  is  the  privilege  of  time  alone  to 
give,  and  which  is  so  pleasing  to  the  sight  of  all  true 
lovers  of  old  books.  Doubtless  this  pleasing  shade  had 
its  due  effect  in  augmenting  Mr.  Rodd’s  “ dread  and 
horror  of  washed  books”,  and  in  confirming  him  in  his 
determination  not  to  trust  to  the  “ infernal  wash-tubs  and 
lies”  of  the  book-binders. 

/Soundness  of  the  paper.  With  the  exceptions  already 
noticed,  and  of  about  a half  a dozen  other  leaves  having 
small  portions  weaker  than  the  rest,  the  paper  is  sound 
throughout,  being  crisp  and  crackling  when  handled. 
The  sized  water  through  which  the  leaves  were  passed  by 
Mr.  Rodd’s  orders,  has  of  course  served  to  strengthen 
them ; but  this  alone  would  not  account  for  the  general 
character  of  the  paper,  which  must  have  been  unusually 
sound  and  firm  before  the  volume  came  into  that  gentle- 
man’s possession. 

To  persons  unaccustomed  to  bestow  much  thought  on 
such  matters,  the  number  of  defects  enumerated  in  the 
foregoing  description  may  appear  somewhat  large.  Those, 
however,  who  consider  the  traces  which  the  wear  and 
tear  of  upwards  of  two  centuries  must,  almost  of  neces- 
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sity  leave  on  any  book  ‘ those,  more  especially,  who  are 
familiar  with  the  usual  appearance  of  the  volume,  will  he 
disposed  to  entertain  a very  different  opinion.  It  must 
also  he  home  in  mind  that  the  hook  has  heen  subjected 
to  a scrutiny  of  such  severity  as  few  works  of  compara- 
tively recent  date  would  he  ahle  to  resist.  The  owner 
has  not  contented  himself  with  noting  such  defects  as 
might  manifest  themselves,  after  an  examination,  not 
merely  casual,  but  one  made  with  the  care  commonly 
bestowed  on  such  occasions.  On  the  contrary,  he  set  out, 
from  the  first,  with  a determination  to  find  blemishes 
where  any  such  existed.  Independent  of  the  careful 
inspection  of  the  copy  shortly  after  it  was  obtained  from 
Mr.  Rodd,  it  has  recently  heen  examined  three  several 
times , from  beginning  to  end,  leaf  for  leaf,  and  each  leaf 
at  each  examination  separately  held  np  to  a strong  light , 
viz. : once  for  the  rents ; a second  time  for  the  mended 
leaves ; and  lastly,  for  ink-marks  and  other  stains.  The 
result  of  these  several  examinations  has  heen  given,  and 
it  may  again  he  safely  affirmed  that  the  great  majority 
of  the  defects  noticed  are  of  so  slight  a nature  (more 
especially  in  the  case  of  the  mended  leaves),  that  in  the 
description  of  any  other  hook  they  would  scarcely  lie 
deemed  worthy  of  notice. 

The  volume  is  13^  inches  in  height,  and  measures  at 
the  top,  from  the  hack  (exclusive  of  the  head-hand)  to 
the  centre  of  the  fore-edge  8^  inches.  It  is  richly  hound 
in  red  morocco,  gilt-edge,  by  Charles  Lewis. 
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From  all  that  lias  been  said,  it  is  unnecessary  to  add 
that  no  one  acquainted  with  the  subject  can  for  a mo- 
ment hesitate  to  concur  in  Mr.  Rodd’s  verdict,  and  to 
pronounce  this  to  be  a thoroughly  genuine,  perfect,  and 
uncommonly  fine  copy  of  that  most  rare  and  interesting 
volume,  the  First  Folio  Shakespeare. 


end. 
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